DOVER DISTRICT NEWSLETTER
MARCH 2019

Dear pastors under appointment in Dover District,
As your district superintendent, I make a special call for the opportunities to “learn, reflect, relate and practice”
based on the book, Canoeing the Mountains by Tod Bolsinger. I enjoyed reading this book that led me to deeper reflection on what it means to be an adaptive leader who can go off the map and into uncharted territory. Bolsinger
stresses that adaptation is everything in uncharted territory. He says, “You can’t go alone, but you haven’t succeeded
until you’ve survived the sabotage.” You may be intrigued by his emphasis on adaptive capacity by which you “see
systemic issues, calmly confront the unknown, lead a learning process and express in asking questions” along with
technical competence and relational congruence. (p. 90) Bolsinger likens this to the moment when Lewis and Clark
climbed the Lemhi Pass, having canoed up the Missouri River, and instead of finding a river, as expected, on the other
side of the mountain that would carry them to the Pacific, they found…mountains. They needed to exchange canoes
for horses, and adapt to an “off the map” situation. How many of us have been tempted to try to “canoe the mountains,” because we don’t know any other way to lead?
If you ask me “why bother?” I will answer: All of us will need to support each other, build collegiality in ministry and
engage with deep conversation for the best practices together for our Lord Jesus’ ministries. How often have we
talked about connectionalism only to make us feel void without having its true meaning lived out? It is way overdue
that we should create this kind of opportunity and space amongst us especially for such a time like this. The book of
Canoeing the Mountains will provide you somewhat structured dialogue to achieve these goals as you all get together
in one place. And the Holy Spirit of God will touch each one of you to support and connect one another in ministry
through repeated conversations; so that you may tap into the best God has in store for His people and ministry. Facilitators to be assigned to each group will facilitate the dialogue in each connector group according to the Holy Spirit at
work in your midst. You could think of creative ideas together to start anew or grieve over losses that we all have experienced or discuss ways of how to move forward. Nonetheless, isn’t it an exciting attempt to build a community
amongst appointed pastors and set a great example for your congregations in building communities? I am SO excited
about what God is capable of doing through this community-connecting, community-building space that you as appointed pastors could create!

Through my repeated prayers, I have given away to the Lord my doubt for the ability of the church to change. So I call all
the pastors appointed under the Dover District to form study groups based on geographical proximity (note on the
attached sheet on 9 groups or mission connectors) that will hopefully create ministry/mission opportunities for the glory
of God. I have designated 2 to 4 facilitators (marked by yellow color) for 9 mission connectors of the district. I plan to
meet with those facilitators in March to discuss how to coordinate study groups and lead them into meaningful dialogue
through the book reading together. I have bought the books for all of you that will be distributed at Feb. Clergy Gathering. Those of you who can’t make the clergy meeting, please pick up your book at the district office. We will not mail it.
You can have these group studies from April through June or possibly continuously throughout the year depending on
how each connector group plans. This group study is required for the supervisory interviews that will happen in May
and June this year. As for newly appointed pastors, you will be invited also by the facilitators to join as they plan ahead
the meeting schedule. During our annual interviews, you and I will share your learnings and reflections that will naturally evolve from your group study with your colleagues. I believe God will lead those learnings and reflections into practice in a way to connect you to one another as a community among pastors and the extended communities through the
charge conference season and afterwards.
Also this year I plan to have 9 cluster charge conferences along with these 9 connector groups who will present their
own missional and connectional outcomes at church/charge conferences to be spawned by repeated conversations.
Please watch for further detailed information on this new format of charge conferences at the pre-charge conference
on September 17. I will communicate this change with diligence. During the supervisory interviews, I will inform you of
how we will go from group study to missional outcomes from 9 connector groups.
You will find a fascinating story about how Lewis and Clark got help from a woman named Sacagawea. When they
reached the Rocky Mountains, they knew they needed to adjust their method of getting through the Rockies. These
men literally carried their canoes through the mountains until they found a waterway that took them to the Pacific.
They wouldn't have been able to accomplish this feat without the help of Sacagawea. She was pivotal in helping them.
For example, no raiding party would bring women along. When other groups saw Lewis and Clark, with Sacagawea they
knew they were a friendly group!
Let’s make this kind of friendly group amongst us! It is high time to learn from each other how to navigate mountains
when you expect water and how to chart uncharted territory. You can talk about how to use a map and what it requires
to lead off the map, and the need for resilience and relationships to make the journey. I eagerly anticipate and pray that
this journey will end with transformation and I may experience together with you what that transformation looks like
for us.
I can’t wait to have conversations with you during our interviews. God has chosen all of you like the seven men in Acts
6:4 for such a time like this, “Brothers/sisters, choose seven men from among you who are known to be full of the Spirit and wisdom. We will turn this responsibility over to them and will give our attention to prayer and the ministry of
the word.” Please join me in meditating on
Acts 6:1-7 until the time of our conversations.
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Authentic Relationships Workshop
I attended the Authentic Relationships Workshop with Phil Maynard
on Saturday, February 9, 2019 at Gethsemane UMC near Seaford,
Delaware. It was an awesome and inspiring workshop! Dr. Maynard
went over a lot of practical ways we can cultivate relationships inside the church and outside the church, all for the glory of God. My
take-away from this workshop was that I personally need to put
more creative energy toward helping the churches I serve to conDr. Phil Maynard speaks to the
sider the absolute vital importance of our relationships. We need
attendees of the Authentic Relationto pay attention to the needs of guests and church members in
ships Workshop.
terms of bridging gaps, healing hurts, and intentionally creating
opportunities for hospitality and friendship.
After the workshop I asked Dr. Maynard "What single activity in the materials you gave us today
do you think was the most helpful to you as you have led churches in the past?" He responded
by talking about how a church can have a worship series and coach their members to invite family and friends to the services using post cards that summarize the series and list the dates. I decided to try my hand at doing that. I started working to communicate my Lenten series on a post
card or single page and put that in the hands of people who attend our churches. This was just
one really good idea that Dr. Maynard brought with him. His book, Shift 2.0 is a treasure trove of
good ideas for local churches.
Dr. Maynard is scheduled to come back into the Dover District two more times this year. You
should save the dates and plan to bring a team from your church.
On Saturday, May 11, 2019 Dr. Maynard will be leading the Passionate Worship as Lifestyle Workshop at Conley's UMC in Lewes and on Saturday, October 12, 2019 Dr. Maynard will be leading
the Intentional Discipleship Workshop at Kenton UMC in Kenton, Delaware.
You can find out more about the Dover District Strategic Leadership Team and the amazing FREE
workshops they are sponsoring with Dr. Phil Maynard by visiting www.DDSLT.org or by calling the
Dover District office at 302-526-2629.
Rev. Dr. Lawrence Jameson

John and Sandi Bartsch help with registration
at Dr. Phil’s workshop

Rev. Bill Nack and Susan Davis are welcoming
guests to the workshop with a smile.

UPCOMING DISTRICT
EVENTS
March 12, 2019

Zoom Meeting on Authentic

6:30 pm

Relationships
March 23, 2019

Revival Prayer Day #7

9:00 am-3:00 pm

Smyrna Centennial UMC
April 5-6, 2019

Dover Lay Academy

5th: 6pm-9pm

Epworth UMC –Rehoboth Beach

6th: 830am330pm

May 9, 2019

Annual Pre-Conference briefing

7:00 pm

May 11, 2019

Passionate Worship as Lifestyle

8:30am-12:30pm

Workshop-Angola Conley's UMC
September 17, 2019

District pre-charge conference

6:30 pm

Orientation-Trinity/Harrington
September 26, 2019

Apportionment

6:30 pm

Zoom Conference
October 12, 2019

October 26, 2019

Intentional Discipleship Workshop Ken- 8:30am-12:30pm
ton UMC

Revival Prayer Day #8

9:00am-3:00pm

Seaford-Reliance Gethsemane UMC
January 18, 2020

Impactful Service Workshop

8:30am-12:30pm

Bridgeville Union UMC
April 25, 2020

Extravagant Generosity Workshop
Smyrna Centennial UMC

8:30am-12:30pm

Seventh Dover District Revival Prayer Day
THEME:

“. . . However, this kind does not go out except by prayer and fasting.” (Matthew 17:21, NIV)

Saturday, March 23, 2019
9:00 am to 3:00 pm
Lunch Provided & A Special Gift!
Smyrna: Centennial United Methodist Church
44 East Mount Vernon St., Smyrna, DE 19977
All clergy and laity are welcome to attend. Please call the District Office with any questions at (302) 526-2629.

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - cut here and retain top portion - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

REGISTRATION FORM
REGISTRATION FEE: $5
Please enclose check or money order, made payable to Peninsula-Delaware Conference.
Mail or drop off your registration so it is received by Wednesday, March 13, 2019.
Dover District Office - Revival Prayer Day
30 Loockerman Plaza
Dover, DE 19901
(Please print)
Attendee’s Name: _______________________________________
Church/Charge: _________________________________________
Phone: _____________________
Email: ________________________________________
Please note any special dietary requirements: ______________________________________

Wednesday, September 17, 2019
@ 6:30 pm
District Pre-Conference Orientation
at Trinity UMC
63 Commerce Street Harrington, DE 19952
This meeting will be led by
Rev. Dr. Kyung Hee Sa, the Dover District Superintendent,

and
Amy Willey, the Dover District Administrative Assistant.
The purpose of the meeting is to inform pastors and laity
how to prepare for the upcoming round of
Charge Conferences in the Dover District.

2019 Dover District
Clergy Gatherings
March 27, 2019

Greenwood

April 24, 2019

Sellbyville - Salem

September 25, 2019 Seaford - Mt. Olivet
October 30, 2019

Rehoboth Beach - Epworth

December 4, 2019

Laurel - Centenary

All gatherings start with Worship from 10:00 am to 12 noon with
lunch to follow. We look forward to seeing all Dover District Pastors in
attendance!
Special thanks to our host churches who make our District Clergy
Gatherings possible by cheerfully hosting with hospitality!

CLM
Pastors,
Please encourage your churches' certified lay servants to discern the call
for CLMs. If you have some to recommend, please send your recommendation letters to Rev. Dr. Kyung Hee Sa. You can get more information on
the Pen-Del Website by clicking here CLM PROCESS
If you have Certified Lay Servants in your congregation interested in the
CLM designation please meet with them, discuss the book Christian as
Minister, have them meet and get support from the SPRC and arrange a
meeting with the District Superintendent. Secure the required signatures
on the attached Registration form, make a copy and mail as directed to the
CLM coordinator listed on the form. This class will start on March 15th and
we need time to mail instructions and pre course work. In order to provide that time, registration will close on February 26th.

__________________________

A special thank you to all the pastors and laity that attended the Leadership
Training workshop at Avenue UMC on February 23, 2019. It was a huge success
with 179 in attendance. Thanks also to Board of Laity team for all your hard
work .

Readiness
Find out where
your church is
headed!
The Dover District Strategic Leadership Team invites you to take
Readiness 360, a web based survey tool, to measure the capacity
of your local congregation to multiply and bear fruit. It provides
an evaluation of your church's readiness to grow in four areas:
Spiritual Intensity, Dynamic Relationships, Missional Alignment,
and Cultural Openness. The tool also allows for two customized
open-ended questions, to get feedback about a specific topic from
your congregation. Designed to work alongside Mission Insight,
Readiness 360 provides an inward evaluation and Mission Insight
looks outward at the surrounding community. We can use these
tools in tandem to examine how the strengths of the congregation
can match the needs of the community, where the congregation
can match the needs of the community, or where the congregation
needs to grow in order to connect with the local community.

Church Scholarships Available
Contact the Dover District Office at (302) 526-2629

SOUPer Bowl Sunday
at Saint Paul’s UMC
Sunday, February 3 was Super Bowl Sunday and Saint Paul’s UMC in Laurel, DE used the occasion
to bless the hungry. Pastor Rebecca Rollins had challenged the congregation earlier to wear their
favorite team colors/gear but to bring cans of soup as the “penalty” for not wearing the typical
Sunday clothes. So Super Bowl Sunday became Souuuper Bowl Sunday.
Both congregations participated. And just in case you were not a football fan, Pastor said you could
wear any team gear. So, in addition to the Green Bay Packers, Baltimore Ravens and an NFL team
from Washington, other organizations represented included the US.Naval Academy; Baltimore
Orioles and even the Shriner Children’s Hospital.
The 55 cans were donated and more is expected. The
cans were placed on the prayer altar for blessing by the
Holy Spirit. As part of our connectional relationships, the
soup will be donated to the food pantry at Centenary
UMC in Laurel,
DE where Rev.
Dean Perdue is
pastor.

Joe and Debbie Trice took the
soup to Centenary UMC.
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WHEN:

WILL BE HELD

Thursday March 7th, 2019

12pm-2pm
WHERE:

KENTON UNITED
METHODIST CHURCH
74 W Commerce St. Kenton, DE 19955

WWW. KENTONUMC.ORG

ON 1ST & 3RD
THURSDAY
OF EVERY
MONTH TO
FOLLOW

Kenton United Methodist Church

Good Samaritan 5K Walk/Run

Our Mission
With a new year, we have begun a new
chapter at Kenton United Methodist Church!
Through recent research, we have
discovered that many families in Kenton are
in need of our love and support. It is our
calling to serve those in our community, so
we have made it our priority to devote our
missions this year to those in our backyard
who are in need.

Registration will be available at the church
and online at
http://my6.raceresult.com/116934/info.
Early registration fee is $20 per participant
up until March 29, 2019.

What: Good Samaritan 5K Run/Walk
When: April 27, 2019 at 9 AM

Join us for our first ever Good Samaritan
5K Walk/Run! Bring your friends and family
to this fun and active event! We will be
getting our hearts pumping for Jesus and
the work he has called us to do.

Where: Kenton UMC
74 W Commerce Street
Kenton, DE 19955

If you are interested in volunteering to help with this event, please contact Rebekah Gossman
at (302) 547-5512 OR rgossman16@gmail.com

We want to know what is happening in our district and
We need your help!
We are blessed and inspired when our local churches share stories of success
and joy in mission and ministry.
Please share the events and activities at your Church by emailing your stories
and photos to:
DoverDistOff@pen-del.org and add Newsletter to the subject line.
Deadline for the April issue is March 25th
Dover District Office
30 Loockerman Plaza
Dover, DE 19901
Phone: 302-526-2629
Fax: 302-526-2473
Rev. Dr. Kyung Hee Sa
Dover District Superintendent
e-mail: doverds@pen-del.org
Amy Willey
Administrative Assistant
e-mail: DoverDistOff@pen-del.org
Office Hours:
Monday—Thursday
7:30 am—3:00 pm
Friday: Closed

Peninsula-Delaware
Conference
The United Methodist Church
Bishop Felton Edwin May
Resource Center
139 N. State Street
Dover, DE 19901
Website: www.pen-del.org
Phone: 302-674-2626
Toll Free: 1-877-736-3351

Presiding Bishop
Bishop Peggy A. Johnson
PO Box 820
Valley Forge, PA 19482

