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One Thing You Should Never Give Up for Lent
During this season of Lent, some of us may feel self-defeating when we try to give up
something like chocolate or TV. What about giving up fear, hopelessness, helplessness, and despair to take on things like courage to do new things in Jesus or risktaking to embrace God’s visions?
This Lenten season I am being blessed not to give up WORSHIP. What is really
needed is WORSHIP to take on ‘no-fear or risk-taking’. It’s not possible to take on
new spirit and make a new move in God without WORSHIPING with the community.
When we worship together in the community something profound happens to us.
Something marvelous happens to us as our minds and hearts are moved to put on
new spirit by the power of the Holy Spirit. Through worship, we come to fix our eyes
on God’s love, justice and truth beyond us and in spite of us.
I attended the joint Ash Wednesday service among three churches: the predominantly
white congregation of Epworth UMC, and the two African American churches of Israel
and Faith. Worshippers at Epworth UMC came to Israel UMC to worship together.

Pastors from Epworth and Faith & Israel administer ashes during the joint Ash Wednesday service.

The house of worship was fully packed. Different skin color, height, voice, and all
kinds of differences didn’t matter during worship. We all were soaked in the Holy Spirit
as we sang praises, prayed and listened to the preached word of God TOGETHER.
Something profound and marvelous happened to me that touched my heart! When
white, black and yellow people mingled to receive ashes in one place of worship and
in one LORD, the Holy God showed up in our midst to tell us, “These are my beloved
sons and daughters!” I heard God speaking to me, “Never give up worship! Keep your
seat at this house of worship!”
NEVER take lightly chances of worshiping with the community. KEEP YOUR SEAT at
the House of Worship during Lent!

The Rev. Dr. Kyung Hee Sa

Dover District Lay Leadership Training
The Dover District Lay Leadership Training event took place at Union UMC, Bridgeville, on February 24 with the participation of about 220 laity and pastors. We provided
13 classes: the staff/parish relations committee, the board of trustees, the
finance committee, nominations & leadership development, evangelism, missioninsite/strategic planning process, worship, prison outreach, race reconciliation with justice, children’s ministry, prayer & healing ministry, connectional giving for mission, the lay leader: connecting the body of christ
in ministry.
After the classes, participants gave joyful testimonies to the gathering, based on what
they learned. During our gathering, lay
people expressed their desire to have
more diversified classes through this Leadership Training event.
Thank you Union for your hospitality and
excellent organization of the event. Praise
God for all who have exercised leadership
in creating the Spirit-filled space of our
growth together.
Union UMC's worship band led worship for the participants in lay
leadership training event. What a Spirit-filled praise it was! Thank
you worship leaders at Union.

2018 Dover District Clergy Gatherings
January 25

Harrington: Prospect

February 22

Seaford: Wesley

March 22

Millsboro: Long Neck

April 26

Cheswold: Cheswold

September 27

Roxana: Zion

October 25

Clayton: Ewell’s-Saint Paul

December 13

Magnolia: Orchard
All gatherings start with Worship from 10:00 am to
12 noon with lunch to follow. We look forward to
seeing all Dover District Pastors in attendance!
Special thanks to our host churches who make our
District Clergy Gatherings possible by cheerfully
hosting with hospitality!

March 17

Revival Prayer Day #5 - 9 am - 3 pm - Open to clergy and laity Whatcoat UMC, 16 N. Main St., Camden, DE

April 13

Dover SLT Team Training
9 am – 4 pm - Wyoming UMC, 216 Wyoming Mill Rd., Dover, DE

April 14

SLT Workshop with Dr. John Ewart
this workshop is open to all the clergy members and laity
9 am – noon - Avenue UMC, 20 N. Church St. Milford, DE

April 20

Spring Lay Academy 6 - 9 pm Avenue UMC, 20 N. Church St., Milford, DE
details coming soon

April 21

Spring Lay Academy 8:30 am - 3:30 pm Avenue UMC, 20 N. Church St.,
Milford, DE - details coming soon

May 17

Pre-Annual Conference Briefing - 7:00 - 9:00 pm [sign-in starts at 6:30 pm]
Centennial UMC, 44 E. Mt. Vernon St., Smyrna, DE

May 31 - June 2

Annual Conference @ UMES

August 7

Pre-Charge Conference Orientation Webinar

DATE CHANGE

7 - 8:00 pm - more details to come

September 19

Bishop’s Day on Dover District - all clergy and laity can attend

DATE CHANGE

6:30 - 8:30 pm - Union UMC - 2 N. Laws St., Bridgeville, DE

September 22

Revival Prayer Day #6 - 9 am - 3 pm - Open to clergy and laity
Asbury UMC, 200 Weiner Ave., Harrington, DE

October 26

Dover SLT Team Training
9 am – 4 pm - Wyoming UMC, 216 Wyoming Mill Rd., Dover, DE

October 27

SLT Workshop with Dr. John Ewart
this workshop is open to all the clergy members and laity
9 am – noon - Avenue UMC, 20 N. Church St. Milford, DE

Make a joyful noise to the Lord, all the earth!
Worship the Lord with gladness!
Come into his presence with singing!
Know that the Lord is God.
It is HE that made us and we are HIS!
We are HIS people, the sheep of HIS pasture!
How blessed we are!
Come!

You are called by God
to come to His Holy Temple,
To enter His gates with thanksgiving
And His courts with praise
Give thanks to Him and bless His Holy Name!

PRAYING AS THE BODY OF CHRIST
Date: March 17th
Time: 9 am to 3 pm
Temple: Whatcoat United Methodist Church, Camden, DE
Come and celebrate with praise and joy as we hear the testimonies
of what happens in the early morning prayer sessions!
Come and experience the power of corporate praying when
individuals become ONE BODY in worship celebrating God in
Tong Sung Kido prayer!
Come and grow in the confidence that both pastor and laity can learn
to design and lead a powerful prayer meeting!
We are ONE BODY IN CHRIST and we are not WHOLE when
YOU are ABSENT from the BODY. COME!
YOU are so PRECIOUS to GOD’S Dover District BODY! COME! COME!
You are loved and necessary to the wellness of HIS BODY!

COME! COME! COME!
Click here for Registration form

Please lift the following people or situations up in prayer this
month.

Helen McFadden - stroke

1
10

Mark Lewis
Tim Duffield

21
23

Jake Macklin
John Schutt

27
29

Larry Jameson
Bill Davis

What does the Bible reveal to us about the church?
What does a biblical church look like? What is the definition of healthy church?
How can we move forward to a healthier church?
Following our 4th Strategic Leadership workshop with Dr. John Ewart, the Dover District Strategic Leadership Team (DDSLT) invites pastors and laity to conversation
about shared challenges and successes based on the above questions. Our missional strategists and I will meet with you to listen to you and to support you with resources. Bring your questions and specific requests for any help you may need.
Come and join this conversation
Rev. Dr. Kyung Hee Sa

April 13

Dover SLT Team Training
9 am – 4 pm - Wyoming UMC, 216 Wyoming Mill Rd., Dover, DE

April 14

SLT Workshop with Dr. John Ewart
this workshop is open to all the clergy members and laity
9 am – noon - Avenue UMC, 20 N. Church St. Milford, DE

Harmony’s Eldest Member
Mr. Albert Clark “Abe”
celebrated his 102nd Birthday
Mr. Albert Clark, “Abe”, as he is fondly called by
friends and colleagues celebrated his 102nd birthday during a worship service held at Harmony
U.M. Church in Millsboro, DE. on Sunday, February 11th at 3:30 p.m. Mr. Clark’s actual birthday
was February 12th. The guest preacher was Rev.
Annie J. Custis, pastor of St. John 2nd Baptist
Church, in Millsboro, DE. Rev. C. Claudia Waters
(previously served Harmony as its pastor) led the
worship service. Musical selections were provided by the Sons of Thunder, St. John’s 2nd Baptist
Church choir, The Crusaders from Frankford, Delaware and Harmony’s own choir, The Harmony
Male Choir. The praise dancing was spiritually
led by Mrs. Mary Bailey of St. John 2nd Baptist
Church. In honoring this momentous occasion, a
proclamation from Governor John C. Carney, Jr.
L-R Mr. Albert C. Clark and Rev. Charlotte A. Nichand the State legislators was presented to Mr.
ols, pastor of Harmony U.M. Church, Millsboro
Clark. Also, he has been invited to attend the
th
Grand Lodge 169 Grand session, scheduled for
June 22-24, 2018 in Dover, DE as an honored guest (all expenses paid) by Mr. Isacce Morris.
Mr. Clark was delighted to see his church filled to capacity one more time especially since Harmony is celebrating its 200th year of ministry to the Millsboro community. Also, he enjoyed
the display of love, accolades, and well wishes from his beloved community.
Mr. Clark was born in Frankford, Delaware and has lived most of his life in the Sussex County
area. He is a retired truck driver, and a member of Rising Sun #4 F. & A.M., P.H.A. Masonic
Lodge in Milton, Delaware. He is the eldest member of Harmony U.M. Church. At the age of
102, he still sings with the Sons of Thunder and Harmony’s Male Choir. After the passing of
his beloved wife, Cornelia (Johnson) Clark, he moved to Salisbury, Maryland to live with his
daughter, Victoria and her husband, Robert Smith. Mr. Clark is a devout Christian and a devoted father and grandfather. His first love is God. In displaying love for his church, Mr. Clark donated his birthday money to Harmony. Although he currently resides in Salisbury, Maryland,
he continues to drive to Harmony as often as he can. He is very boastful in telling everyone
that “God is his pilot”. Mr. Clark continues to be an inspiration for the young and old alike and
serves as a resolute pillar in the Millsboro community.

Stand With Students
“Let no one despise your youth, but set the believers an example in
speech and conduct, in love, in faith, in purity.” 1 Timothy 4:12

Mt. Olivet invited the community to come in and join together to pray.
We remembered the students who were killed in the school shooting in Parkland, Florida,
and we asked for God’s protection and direction to surround
our schools and our students.
Jesus invites us to pray. He says first to remember God’s purpose and promise for both heaven and earth. Then we are given encouragement to ask boldly and directly for the things that
we need. We remember that forgiveness is something that we
both receive and give, and then we ask for protection in those
places where we cannot protect ourselves.
This is how we love one another. We stand together before
God, and offer our prayers and our songs of praise and thanksgiving for God’s unfailing loving-kindness, which is our refuge yesterday, today and tomorrow.

CLM Class dates for 2018 are as follows:
March 9-10
April 13-14
May 18-19
June 8-9
Graduation – June 24, 2018

All classes are held on Friday evening 6-9PM, and Saturday 9-4PM
at Whatcoat UM Church in Dover.
If you are a Certified Lay Servant interested in the
CLM program and would like to attend the next class
contact Brenda Tildon at
302-836-8553 or brendatildon@verizon.net
CLM Orientation & Leadership Seminar coming soon!

An Invitation to Vital Conversations
Presented by Bridging the Divide, a joint ministry
of Faith, Israel, and Epworth United Methodist
Churches
Start the new year in an exciting way. You do nothing more right now than call one of the
folks below (or sign up at church on Sunday).
In the past, you have expressed an interest in or have already participated in exploring the nature and effects of racism. We believe that Vital Conversations will inspire, instruct, and help
to broaden your views of racism.
You might also consider talking with your friends and acquaintances about Vital Conversations. There are no restrictions on attendance except that you care about the topic. Bring
yourself and perhaps another.
Vital Conversations is a series of eight discussions about race and ethnicity. Most importantly, these discussions are about you and your fellow Christians. They are frank and challenging
and are designed to elicit and, by this, to examine our own views of racism and the factors
that have contributed to it.
The first session will consist of an introduction to the material, and each of the remaining sessions will open with a short video, followed by discussion in small groups with a final wrap-up
of the entire group. These conversations also challenge the church’s role, which is often positive, but sometimes avoids the topic of racism by ignoring the subject or by allowing the continued expression of especially institutional racism.
Vital Conversations also elicits ways in which each of us, as well as our churches, can identify
and act on a new understanding of and a Christ-led plan to confront and defeat racism.
6:30 p.m.-8:00 p.m. at Faith United Methodist Church in Rehoboth
January 3,10,17,24,31; February 7,24,31, and March 7
Sign up at church or telephone for further information:
Ruth Ann Curley at 302-228-4393 or
David Dagenais at 302-265-5099
Sallie Duffy at 302-519-0615
Norman Moore 302-258-3404
Sandra Neal at 302-381-4634
Carolyn Morris 302-542-9944

2018 Annual Conference
The Peninsula-Delaware Conference will celebrate their annual conference
at UMES in Princess Anne, Maryland on May 31-June 2, 2018. The
Theme will be: Leading as Followers of the Way

2018 Annual Conference Timeline
Conference Appeals Calendar
Keep checking the website for additional information as it becomes available.

Save the date for our Spring Lay Academy
April 20th 6 - 9 pm
April 21st 8:30 am - 3:30 pm
Avenue UMC, 20 N. Church St., Milford, DE
Details coming soon!

CLM in the Spotlight
Study to show thyself approved
2 Timothy 2:15

On January 21, 2018 over 100 people gathered at Whatcoat UM Church for the Certified Lay Minister
graduation worship service. The bishop preached and it was a wonderful worship experience.
The following students completed the course:
Datsi Adams, Hal Barker, John Benson, Betty Cropper, Courtland Cropper, Ernie Gaudioso, Jacqueline Horsey,
John Nichols, Charles Scott, Donna Wilson. They are on their way to certification.
The next class starting on March 9th is full.
Look for dates for the fall session soon. The following must be in place to qualify:







You must be a Certified Lay Servant
You must serve in a leadership role in your church
Read the book Christian as Minister and have discussion with your pastor.
You must meet with and be approved by your SPRC Committee
With pastoral approval, a meeting is scheduled with the District Superintendent
The DS will schedule the next meeting.

You will be accepted in class only after I receive your registration form with all approval signatures; Pastor,
SPRC Chair, DS, and DCOM Chair. Registration forms are in your District Office, Local church or CLM
Coordinator.
You may direct questions about the process to the Pen-Del Coordinator, however the starting point is your local
church, and acceptance in class is based on all requirements met.
Brenda Tildon
Pen-Del CLM Coordinator
302-836-8553
brendatildon@verizon.net

We want to know what is happening in our district and I
need your help!
We are blessed and inspired when our local churches
share stories of success and joy in mission and ministry.
Please share the events and activities at your Church by
emailing me your stories and photos to: cmyers@pendel.org
Deadline for the April issue is March 22nd.

Clergy Pension & Insurance payments
due the 15th of the month.
Arrearages occur after
the 15th.

IR-2017-204, Dec. 14, 2017
WASHINGTON ― The Internal Revenue Service today issued the 2018 optional standard mileage rates used to calculate the deductible costs of operating an automobile for
business, charitable, medical or moving purposes.
Beginning on Jan. 1, 2018, the standard mileage rates for the use of a car (also vans,
pickups or panel trucks) will be:
54.5 cents for every mile of business travel driven, up 1 cent from the rate for
2017.
 18 cents per mile driven for medical or moving purposes, up 1 cent from the rate
for 2017.
 14 cents per mile driven in service of charitable organizations.


Dear Pastor: To help you plan out your Giving calendar for 2018, this letter provides a list of dates for both the
United Methodist Appeals and the Conference Appeals. Thanks for your support!!
Date
Appeal
Information
1/14/18
Human Relations Day
This Appeal supports the UMC’s Community Developers
Program, Voluntary Services Program, and Youth Offender
Rehabilitation Program. www.umcgiving.org
3/11/18
UMCOR Sunday
When a catastrophe occurs, your offerings enable the United
(formerly called One Great
Methodist Committee on Relief (UMCOR) to reach out and ease
Hour of Sharing)
the pain and suffering by providing humanitarian aid of food,
shelter, health and peace. www.umcgiving.org
3/18/18
PLRCA
Partners of Leadership Resources for Churches in Africa. Contact
Rev. Labala at jsei@dimdigital.com
4/15/18
Native American Ministries
Funds support urban missions with Native Americans and fund
scholarships for Native American seminarians. 50% of the
Appeal is used for these programs within our Annual Conference.
www.umcgiving.org
5/20/18
Peace With Justice
Poverty and violence need not be a reality in the world today.
This Appeal aims to witness to God’s hope for a faithful, loving
world. 50% of the Appeal is used for these programs within our
Annual Conference. www.umcgiving.org
5/6/18
AC Appeal Sunday
Receive offering for AC Appeal if not already provided for,
5/31/18Annual Conference Appeal
Churches are encouraged to raise funds in advance and bring
6/02/18
them to AC meeting. This year’s appeal will support, BOOM
Scholarships, the Central Congo Partnership, and Global
https://shop.umc.org/product/3143/2018special-sunday-envelopes-and-posters-kit =
Migration Offering. There are 65 million displaced persons in the
free resources for Human Relations Day,
world. This is more than any time since WWII. These millions of migrants include children and
UMCOR Sunday, Native American
Ministries, Peace With Justice, World
Communion, Student Day

their families escaping violence, economic hardship, and other dangerous situations. They seek
safety and opportunity in a new land, but are probably unfamiliar with the customs, do not know
the language, and may feel unwelcome. The Bible charges God’s people with caring for brothers
and sisters just like these. In Exodus 22, God commands,
“Don’t mistreat or oppress an immigrant, because you were once immigrants in the land of
Egypt” (Exodus 22:21).

https://umcmigration.org/
Provides our churches a Sunday to uplift those with deafness or
other hearing problems. Offerings will support the Deaf
Ministries within the Annual Conference.
8/12/18
Camp Pecometh Sunday
This appeal provides fund for programs at and scholarships to
Camp Pecometh. www.pecometh.org
9/9/18
PD Student Scholarship
This appeal directly benefits Pen-Del students attending college
Sunday
by providing scholarship funds. www.pen-del.org
10/7/18
World Communion
Provides funds for racial & ethnic undergrad scholarships and
advance-degree work related to the mission of the UMC.
www.umcgiving.org
10/14/18
Disaster/VIM Sunday
Funds raised are used for disaster response within the AC and for
VIM Team scholarships.
11/4/18
Africa University Sunday
Raising costs and a growing student body means every year more
scholarships are needed at AU. Your gifts help grow the
endowment fund that provides this assistance. A bulletin insert
will be provided. www.africau.edu
11/25/18
Student Day
Provides loans and scholarships to students attending a UM
Church affiliated college. Some of the funds are returned to the
Annual Conference to award. www.umcgiving.org
Questions? – contact Amy Yarnall at pastor.amy@wesleyumc-dover.com 302.354.2982
Or Kevin Goodwin @ MissionsCzar@aol.com or 302.453.1169
7/15/18

Deaf Awareness Sunday

Throughout the year, Pecometh runs several programs geared towards clergy. The Center for
Clergy Excellence (CCE) is a Pecometh initiative focused on outstanding spiritual leadership.
These programs address a variety of ministry needs and situations. Encourage clergy in your
life to attend two of our upcoming programs.
Our Clergy Retirement Transition Retreat is designed to help clergy who plan to retire in the
next two years, or those who have retired in the last two years, to develop an intentional
path to a meaningful and joy-filled retirement. The retreat runs from March 22nd-23rd and
is $129/person double occupancy or $199/person single occupancy (includes program fees
and accommodation for 1 night & 5 meals).Spouses, if applicable, are encouraged to attend
and participate fully.
Our Voice of the Heart Clergy Retreat is a course in spiritual development and prayer for
clergy. This two-part program is designed for clergy by clergy, and has been approved by the
Pen-Del Conference for 4 CEU’s. The next cohort starts in April-Session 1: April 17th-19th,
Session 2: October 16th-18th. The cost is $800 for both sessions (includes a 2 night & 6 meal
package in a private room at the Riverview Retreat Center).
To find out more about these and other CCE programs, visit us at http://www.pecometh.org/
clergy-excellence or by calling 410-556-6900.
P.S. Save the Date for another great Pecometh program, River of Life Retreat, run by Pastor
Kay Lanasa, September 11th-13th 2018!

Saturday, April 21, 2018
9:00 AM to 3:00 PM
Wesley UMC
209 S State St
Dover, DE 19901
Contact: Rev. Karin Tunnéll

Dover District Office
30 Loockerman Plaza
Dover, DE 19901
Phone: 302-526-2629
Fax: 302-526-5555
Rev. Dr. Kyung Hee Sa
Dover District Superintendent
e-mail: doverds@pen-del.org
Cathy Myers
Administrative Assistant
e-mail: cmyers@pen-del.org
Office Hours:
Monday—Thursday
8:00 am—3:00 pm
Friday: Closed

Peninsula-Delaware
Conference
The United Methodist Church
Bishop Felton Edwin May
Resource Center
139 N. State Street
Dover, DE 19901
Website: www.pen-del.org
Phone: 302-674-2626
Toll Free: 1-877-736-3351

Presiding Bishop
Bishop Peggy A. Johnson
PO Box 820
Valley Forge, PA 19482

