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The Power of Structured Dialogue
as A Community
In John 1:43-46, Jesus calls Philip to follow Him. When Philip found Nathanael, he told him
about Jesus of Nazareth who is the One Moses wrote about in the Law. Nathanael responded in
verse 46, “Nazareth! Can anything good come from there?” Can you imagine the assumptions Nathanael had? Have you ever reassessed your own assumptions about your pastors, conference leaders, church ministries, theological reflections and social justice issues?
At the January clergy gathering, pastors got together to exercise structured dialogue on the
controversial issue of homosexuality, prior to the denominational decision on the Way Forward
based on Rev. Scott Hughes’ “Courageous Conversations: Structured Dialogues for Learning from the
General Board of Discipleship. We focused on the goals of our dialogue to gain perspective, build relationships, uncover assumptions and learn to run counter to such antithesis as superficial unity,
drudgery, debate and persuasion. I expressed my hopes on the initiation of structured dialogue
amongst us toward deeper relationships, better listening skills, deeper understanding, engaging conflict well, more compassionate attitudes and clarity of perspectives. Often we tend to get lost due to
our fear of loss of relationships and potential further division without even thinking of engaging in
difficult issues through dialogues that we can initiate.
Dialogue is hard, intentional work. It takes PERSISTENCE to continue until we experience the
rewards of dialogue. It takes courage to have dialogue on difficult issues. I am a believer that human
beings have an incredible ability to build self-reflection muscles to turn things around with a strong
desire to have profound communal experiences with others. All this takes COURAGE to question assumptions, discover ourselves anew from the different
Pastors discuss strengths and weaknesses of their
lenses and disoriented experiences with an open desire to views on the homosexuality issue.
do good, do ‘no harm’ and attend to God’s presence.
At the clergy gathering, we reflected on such questions as “What are the weaknesses in your position?”
What are the strengths of someone else’s position?” and
“What are the biblical and theological underpinnings of
your beliefs?” At the small group table discussion, we reflected on questions such as “What bible stories or passages shape how you view homosexuality?” “Where do you
see God leading the church regarding homosexuality?”
“How has this issue had an impact on you or someone you
know?” “What is your greatest concern/fear concerning
homosexuality?” “What is it in you—your assumptions,
wounds, biases, etc. that cause you to react so strongly to
the issue of homosexuality?”

Perhaps the most challenging question was “When you get to heaven and you find out you are wrong, what did
you not consider?” We didn’t know how to answer this question. After our 2 hours of dialogue, I received some responses
from the pastors through email. Some said it was powerful to engage in this dialogue in the open, safe space among colleagues because, as of yet, they had not found such a brave space anywhere to express their voices while being faithful to
who they are. Some said they didn’t like reflective questions given to them to reflect and were hurt by the reaction of others at the table to what they expressed. This kind of hurt has been considered almost normal since most of us are not well
equipped with this kind of dialogue. How many of us have practiced dialogue intentionally to build peace? We tend to be
more focused on giving our own individual opinions instead of listening actively to others and honoring shared experiences
and perceptions. Dr. Hughes says, “Beginning with adult’s lived experiences is key equal playing field while staying personal by asking such questions as “How has this issue impacted you personally?” and “What’s your greatest concern about
this issue?”
The overall response was that they felt good with this kind of participation in dialogue by taking time to reflect with
others instead of being stuck with fear, anxiety and tension that has been built around churches before the decision for
the Way Forward. They felt good since they were practicing intentional dialogue by holding no judgment whatsoever.
This kind of communal dialogue to voice concerns and reflect with intentional pause is SO NEEDED as we go on
with our journey toward the significant landmark of 2020 General Conference that will set the course of the future of our
denomination. So pastors and laity, let us not neglect any opportunities to design/engage a dialogue process that may
work for our own community and engage people in communal dialogue to empower them for the Gospel of our Lord Jesus
Christ, the PRINCE OF PEACE. Please pray the following prayer with me whenever you are able to.
Prayer of Peace
Jesus, son of a carpenter, you have left us the tools to be builders of peace in our communities.
Tools that craft peace built on love and justice.
Tools that shape communities built on human rights and respect.
Tools that build understanding and compassion for others.
Tools that create a world that delights in laughter and joy.
We are inspired by your example
To use our creativity, our ingenuity our love of beauty
In the great work of building communities of love and hope.
Your tools, worn smooth by love, await us.
Guide us to embrace them in our hands
As we continue your ministry building peace in our world.
Work us together as contrasting colors.
Join us together across the divides of differences.
Bind us together with loving connections.
United us together combining our strengths.
Knit us together in patterns of worship.
Pull us together demolishing our barriers.
Mold us together retaining our personhood.
Cement us together softening our bitterness.
Design us together to be communities of peace.
(Rev. Frances Ballantyre, UK)

A message from the Bishops of the Northeast Jurisdiction of the United Methodist Church
We bid you grace and peace from the Lord Jesus Christ:
During the Northeastern College of Bishops meeting, January 28th – 30th,
we your bishops prayed for the church and in particular the clergy and laity of the Northeastern Jurisdiction of The United Methodist Church.
As the Special Session of the General Conference in St. Louis, MO, February 23-26, 2019, is just days away, we invite each congregation and every
member to join us in even deeper and more fervent prayer. We seek your
prayers as the delegates receive and act upon the report from The Commission on a Way Forward and corresponding petitions. Along with the
Apostle Paul we pray that the “God of hope will fill you with all joy and
peace in faith so that you overflow with hope in the power of the Holy
Spirit.” (Romans 15:13 CEB).
Please lift this session of holy conferencing in prayer in each of your
churches this Sunday and throughout the week. On Saturday, February
23, the conference will dedicate the entire day to prayer. This will be
available through live-streaming (umc.org) and we invite as many as possible to pray along with the conference delegates, bishops and
attendees.
We are confident that God will work all things together for good as God’s
people are faithful in prayer and obedience to the leading of the Holy
Spirit. As John Wesley said “best of all, God is with us.”

Welcome to Dover Districts newest
Certified Lay Minister’s
Lee Andrea Parks from Bethel Lewes
Susan Davis from Conley’s UMC
Sonja Alverta Brown from Whatcoat Dover

Graduation was held at Whatcoat UMC in Dover on January 20th 2019.

Pen-Del
Conference
YOUTH RALLY
2019
Rev. Richard Walton, from our Dover District,
has been setting up and serving in the Prayer
Room at our Annual Youth Rally in Ocean City for
the past 5 years along with Shirley Secrest. We always have the valuable assistance of many of our
young people volunteers to help us set-up the
room and also to help us pack up when the Rally
is over. We owe lots of thanks to them!
The Prayer Room begins as a large, open empty space. It is transformed
into a scene of tranquility – lowered lighting complemented by stands of
lights around the room to offer a sense of peace. There are various stations
around the room which invite our guests to
contemplate Baptism, Prayer, Forgiveness,
Praising God, and a reminder of Servanthood
with the set-up of a basin, water, and a towel
for remembrance of Jesus’ command to serve
rather than be served. A section of the room
is set apart where anyone could relax and
watch/listen to praise and worship videos – a
time to reflect on the true meaning of words
we often sing but fail to internalize. Overall –
there is definitely an awareness that the Holy
Spirit fills the room with Its Presence! The
room was well used by both youth and adults
to reconnect on a spiritual level with God.

This tranquil atmosphere also provided a sense of Holy
Ground a safe place to offer prayers, praises or to just
“Be Still”. Prayers and praises written and posted on the
walls of prayers and Praise echo, “This is Holy Ground.
Truly the presence of the Holy Spirit was felt by those
present.
This year there was overwhelming response when
“The Call” was offered at the end of the final Worship
About 200 participants in the
Service. The front of the venue as well of all the aisles Youth Rally put out their prayer
were flooded with youth and adults who came forward petitions by writing them down
on these red-color heart-shaped
to invite Jesus into their hearts. There must have been prayer cards.
at least 1000 responding to that Call. When the speaker
asked those who needed prayer to go to the Prayer Room, the size of the
room could hardly contain those who responded. The floor was covered with
youth, Counselors, and Pastors there to offer prayer, encouragement and support. The feeling was overwhelming to see how many hearts, minds, and lives
were touched. We always say that if only 1 life is
touched, the effort is worthwhile – but this year
there just aren’t words to adequately express the
joy over how many lives will be forever changed.
We always give
thanks that the
Prayer Room can
help facilitate
the work of the
Spirit – and to
God be the Glory!
Amen!
DS Kyung Hee Sa with a
prayer shawl spending
time in the Prayer Room
to pray for youth participants at youth rally

A youth member prays at the Prayer
Room that was established on the 1st
floor of the Convention Center where
the Youth Rally took place.

...over 200 youth members lifted up praises to the
Lord with joy and Thanksgiving as they wrote down
on the hand-shaped papers....

The youth from Kenton UMC pose for a
picture at the 2019 Youth Rally

Ewell's-St. Paul Youth Group poses with
DS Dr. Sa and Rev. Rich Walton at 2019
Youth Rally

The youth group of Avenue Milford gathers together at the 2019
Youth Rally

Here is a link to a song video of this year’s Prayer Room.
https://files.mycloud.com/home.php?
brand=webfiles&seuuid=a6c1139c3ae69df3025842157d21ef14&name=PRA
YER_ROOM_Youth_Rally_2019_

February 9, 2019

Authentic Relationships Workshop 8:30 am - 12:30 pm
(registration opens at 8:00 am) - Seaford-Reliance Gethsemane
UMC -2701 Woodland Ferry Rd., Seaford

February 23, 2019 Lay Leadership Training 8:30 –12:00 - Avenue UMC Milford
March 12, 2019
March 23, 2019

May 9, 2019

Authentic Leadership ZOOM meeting –6:30 pm
Revival Prayer Day #7 - 9 am - 3 pm - Open to clergy and laity
Smyrna Centennial UMC
Dover District Pre-Conference Orientation - 6:30 pm
Grace UMC, 300 Church St, Millsboro

May 11, 2019

Passionate Worship as Lifestyle Workshop 8:30 am - 12:30 pm
(registration opens at 8:00 am) - Angola Conley’s UMC

October 12, 2019

Intentional Discipleship Workshop 8:30 am - 12:30 pm
(registration opens at 8:00 am) - Kenton UMC

October 26, 2019

Revival Prayer Day #8 - 9 am - 3 pm - Open to clergy and laity
Seaford-Reliance Gethsemane UMC

January 18, 2020

Impactful Service Workshop 8:30 am - 12:30 pm (registration
opens at 8:00 am) - Bridgeville Union UMC

April 25, 2020

Extravagant Generosity Workshop 8:30 am - 12:30 pm
(registration opens at 8:00 am) - Smyrna Centennial UMC

2019 Dover District
Clergy Gatherings
February 27, 2019

Frederica - Trinity

March 27, 2019

Greenwood

April 24, 2019

Sellbyville - Salem

September 25, 2019 Seaford - Mt. Olivet
October 30, 2019

Rehoboth Beach - Epworth

December 4, 2019

Laurel - Centenary

All gatherings start with Worship from 10:00 am to 12 noon with lunch to follow. We look forward to seeing all Dover District Pastors in attendance!
Special thanks to our host churches who make our District Clergy Gatherings
possible by cheerfully hosting with hospitality!

March 4, 2019
Lenten Day Apart
for Clergy
Aldersgate UMC, 2313 Concord Pike,
Wilmington, DE
Keynote Speaker: Bishop Hector Ortiz,
Methodist Church of Puerto Rico

Schedule:
8:30 AM

Continental breakfast

9:00 AM

Bishop Ortiz, hurricane
recovery efforts

10:30 AM

Worship and Communion

12:00 PM
-1:00 PM

Lunch with Bishop Ortiz
You must preregister and prepay at this link:
Right click and select open hyperlink:

https://www.eiseverywhere.com/bishoplunch
Clergy, plan now to bring your church’s love offering for the relief efforts in Puerto Rico –
the Mid-Atlantic UM Foundation will match all contributions up to $10,000 total across
both the Eastern PA and Peninsula-Delaware conferences.

Readiness
Find out where
your church is
headed!
The Dover District Strategic Leadership Team invites you to take
Readiness 360, a web based survey tool, to measure the capacity
of your local congregation to multiply and bear fruit. It provides
an evaluation of your church's readiness to grow in four areas:
Spiritual Intensity, Dynamic Relationships, Missional Alignment,
and Cultural Openness. The tool also allows for two customized
open-ended questions, to get feedback about a specific topic from
your congregation. Designed to work alongside Mission Insight,
Readiness 360 provides an inward evaluation and Mission Insight
looks outward at the surrounding community. We can use these
tools in tandem to examine how the strengths of the congregation
can match the needs of the community, where the congregation
can match the needs of the community, or where the congregation
needs to grow in order to connect with the local community.

Church Scholarships Available
Contact the Dover District Office at (302) 526-2629

Prepare / Enrich Training
Date:
Time:
Where:

March 5, 2019
9:00 am – 3:00 pm

Dover Presbyterian Church
54 South State St.
Dover, DE 19901

Cost:

$130 – Individual attendee
$110 – Groups of 4 or more (per person)
$100– Scholarship attendee

Trainer:

Danny Cooper, LPC

As a result of attending this one-day training, participants will receive a facilitator I.D.
number that permits use of the Prepare/Enrich inventory with pre-marital or married couples,
and access to on-line resources, and support through Life Innovations. CEU’s are available following the training by contacting Prepare/Enrich.
*Lunch and all necessary materials are provided.
To reserve a spot, please call:
or email by Monday February 25, 2019:

302-632-8842
dcooper@daybreakcounseling.org

Training is sponsored by Daybreak Counseling Services
www.daybreakcounseling.org

New Hymns for God & Neighbor

Songs
of

Grace
Rev. Carolyn Winfrey Gillette
February 10, 2019
4:00 PM

Asbury United Methodist Church
20 West Mount Vernon Street
Smyrna, Delaware
A love offering will be taken to benefit
Rev. Gillette’s Ministry of Music

Don’t stop meeting together with other believers, which
some people have gotten into the habit of doing. Instead,
encourage each other, especially as you see the day drawing near. Heb. 10:25
From Feb. 23 – Feb. 26, delegates from around the world will meet to determine the direction of the United Methodist Church as a denomination
while addressing key issues and responses to those issues. As members of
the local church, we are asked to bring focused prayer during these days.
As partners in ministry within our conference, we the people of Wesley
UMC invite our fellow laity and clergy to attend:

“A Way Forward” Prayer Breakfast at
Wesley UMC Jones Hall, 102 E. Laurel St. Georgetown
Saturday, Feb. 23
From 8:30 – 10 a.m., the prayer breakfast, at beginning of the Special General Conference,
will be to strengthen our fellowship as we share faith and lift up delegates, issues as we keep
Christ and the gospel as the center of our conversations.
Breakfast is free but we will need a count for the food. Seating is limited.
To register, send your name and/or name of your church with number attending by email
to pastorbecky@gmail.com or contact the Wesley UMC, Georgetown church office at 302856-2414.

Wyoming Church is giving away the following Bible study material – can YOUR church use it? You pick
up or pay shipment and any donation you feel led to give.
questions can be directed to Renate L. Purdy, Office Manager @
Wyoming United Methodist Church, (302) 697-8400 ** (302) 399-3898 cell & text
(1) Being Hope, a four-week study for youth https://www.abingdonpress.com/
product/978142678258918 student books
(2) When Helping Hurts, an online video-based study on alleviating poverty https://www.amazon.com/
WhenHelping-Hurts-Video-Based-Alleviating/dp/0802411568 15 student books
(3) John Ortberg’s Start Becoming a Good Samaritan https://www.amazon.com/Start-BecomingSamaritan-Video-Study/dp/0310285062 1 Adult edition DVD + 1 participant’s guide 1 Teen edition
participant’s guide
(4) Charles Stanley’s 30 Life Principles https://www.amazon.com/Principles-author-Charles-Stanleypublished/dp/B018EWYKUQ/ref=sr_1_2?ie=UTF8&qid=1547138461&sr=82&keywords=charles+stanley+30+life+principles 1 student book
(5) Adam Hamilton’s Seeing Gray - Where Faith & Politics Meet https://www.amazon.com/Seeing-GrayWhere-Politics-Participant/dp/B00EBGDFQK 1 student book
(6) James E. Sargent’s Acts – Genesis to Revelation https://www.amazon.com/Genesis-Revelation-ActsStudent-Book/dp/0687062322 1 student book
(7) William Barclay: The Daily Study Bible – The Letters of James and Peter https://www.amazon.com/
Letters-James-Peter-Daily-Study/dp/0664226787 (2 student books)
- Daily Study Bible Series – The Acts of the Apostles https://www.amazon.com/Acts-Apostles-Daily-Study
-Bible/dp/0664226752 (2 student books)
- Daily Study Bible Series – The Letter to the Romans https://www.christianbook.com/letter-romans-new
-daily-study-bible/william-barclay/9780664225568/pd/225562?
kw=21434813652&mt=b&dv=c&event=PPCSRC&p=1186432&gclid=CjwKCAiA99vhBRBnEiwAwpkuFXQ6cP6tmXxLRGcalx2mE8RggbQMuuqsXVwLo7tiQjDsuloVk38IhoC1LUQAvD_BwE (1 student book)
- Daily Study Bible Series – The Gospel of Luke https://www.amazon.com/Gospel-Luke-Daily-StudyBible/dp/0664224873 (1 student book)
(8) J. Vernon McGee’s Thru the Bible Commentary Series – Acts Chapters 1-14 and Chapters 1528 https://www.amazon.com/Acts-Chapters-1-14-Thru-Bible/dp/078520699X (1 student book each)
(9) J. Vernon McGee’s Thru the Bible Commentary Series – Luke https://www.amazon.com/Thru-BibleVol-37-Gospels/dp/078520668X (1 student book)

We want to know what is happening in our district and
We need your help!
We are blessed and inspired when our local churches share stories of
success and joy in mission and ministry.
Please share the events and activities at your Church by emailing your
stories and photos to:
DoverDistOff@pen-del.org and add Newsletter to the subject line.
Deadline for the March issue is February 21st
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